
    
    

    

        


	
			
			
				

			

			
				
			
			
				
					Stack Exchange Network

					
						Stack Exchange network consists of 183 Q&A communities including Stack Overflow, the largest, most trusted online community for developers to learn, share their knowledge, and build their careers.
					

					Visit Stack Exchange
					
				

			






		        
                        
                            
                            
                            
    

    
        
            Loading…

        

    


    
    


    



                        

                

		


    	
            
        


            
                	
                            
                                Tour
                                
                                    Start here for a quick overview of the site
                                
                            
                        
	
                        
                            Help Center
                            
                                Detailed answers to any questions you might have
                            
                        
                    
	
                                    
                                        Meta
                                        
                                            Discuss the workings and policies of this site
                                        
                                    
                                
	
                                
                                    About Us
                                    
                                        Learn more about Stack Overflow the company, and our products
                                    
                                
                            


            

        

        	
            
                
            
        
	
                

    
        
            
                current community
            

            
                
                    
                        
                    
                

            

        

        
            	
                            
                
        

        
            Super User
        
    

    

    
            help
            chat
    


                    
	
                            
        
    


                            
        

        
            Meta Super User
        
    

                    


        


        
            
your communities            


        

        

                
Sign up or log in to customize your list.                

        


        
            more stack exchange communities
            

            company blog
        

        
                

        
        
    


        
	
	
                            Log in
                        
	Sign up





	



            
                    


            


        
            
            
                
            

                

    



                

            

        

    
                


    
        
            	
                    	


    
        
                Home

        

    

	


    
        
                Questions

        

    

	


    
        
                Tags

        

    

	
	


    
        
                Users

        

    

	


    
        
                Companies

        

    

	


    
        
                Unanswered

        

    



                
	

    Teams


    
        Stack Overflow for Teams
        â€“ Start collaborating and sharing organizational knowledge.
        
        

        Create a free Team
        Why Teams?

    


	
        
            Teams

            
                
            

        
    
	
        
            
                
                    
                        
                    

                    
                

                
                    Create free Team
                

            

        
    


        
    




        
            


            
                Teams

                Q&A for work

                Connect and share knowledge within a single location that is structured and easy to search.

                
                    Learn more about Teams
                
            


            
                
            

        









        

            


    


    
        

            
                        Can Preview (mac) alter the background and text colors of pdfs?

                
                        
        Ask Question
    

                

            

            
                    
                        Asked
                        14 years, 1 month ago
                    

                    
                        Modified
                        9 years, 6 months ago
                    

                    
                        Viewed
                        43k times
                    

            


            
                

    

    

		





    
        
            
        
            
        
        
            11
        

        
            
        


        

    
    









    
    




        


        


    
    
                
Adobe Acrobat Reader allows you to alter the background and text colors of pdf - either to preset 'high contrast' colors or your own choices - and this makes reading onscreen much easier. 


Is it possible to do this with Preview?


Thanks.
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                I have found the free PDF Viewer (pdfviewer.io) app to be really great. It can do multiple tabs, sepia and night inversion, it syncs across devices (ipad and mac). I have no association with this software and have tried dozens of programs before setting on this one.
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That feature does not appear to be implemented in Preview.
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If you are just trying to make PDFs more readable, you can try inverting your colors by pressing [CONTROL] + [OPTION] + [COMMAND] + [8]. Note that this inverts the display colors system-wide, so it may not be the best option, but it does make reading B&W text easier.
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changing the text and background color of a document is not supported in preview. however, you can change the background of the window (grey by default) through preferences -> general -> window background. additionally, you can try  using the quartz filter to improve your reading experience, accessed through save as... -> quartz filter.
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I am using Preview Version 7.0 (826.4) and I can set the Font color: Go to -->"Tools" + "Annotate" + Click on "Text". When the Text Box is open for entering text, click on the color icon (next to the Font selector): Hint on where to find it: below the File Name, you should see a set of about 8 edit icons and next to those you should see the color selector icon and next to that you should see the font type selector, to the right of that you should see the font size, an to the right of the font size you should see (left, Center, and Right) selector.
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Anything is possible with the right tool. In this case you need Acrobat Pro, since Acrobat is the only app authorized to edit PDFs. Even then some PDFs ask for a password when you try to make any changes.


You can get a pro copy from some "shady" sites, which I think is justifiable, no one in right mind can expect one to buy a $400 app just to change a background colour. Install, do it, uninstall. If pro version has a demo, then you can try that first.


You will find 'Add Background Color' in Tools menu or right hand Tools column.
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                There are cheaper and more legal methods of editing PDFs. I tend to subscribe to the philosophy that if you don't want a feature enough to pay for it, then you don't want that feature enough to use it. That being said, I would recommend looking in to Foxit Software's editor (foxitsoftware.com/products/editor); it costs less than $100. You can download a free demo to see if this has the functionality you want.
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