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Adobe Acrobat Reader allows you to alter the background and text colors of pdf - either to preset 'high contrast' colors or your own choices - and this makes reading onscreen much easier. 


Is it possible to do this with Preview?


Thanks.
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                I have found the free PDF Viewer (pdfviewer.io) app to be really great. It can do multiple tabs, sepia and night inversion, it syncs across devices (ipad and mac). I have no association with this software and have tried dozens of programs before setting on this one.
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That feature does not appear to be implemented in Preview.
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If you are just trying to make PDFs more readable, you can try inverting your colors by pressing [CONTROL] + [OPTION] + [COMMAND] + [8]. Note that this inverts the display colors system-wide, so it may not be the best option, but it does make reading B&W text easier.
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changing the text and background color of a document is not supported in preview. however, you can change the background of the window (grey by default) through preferences -> general -> window background. additionally, you can try  using the quartz filter to improve your reading experience, accessed through save as... -> quartz filter.
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I am using Preview Version 7.0 (826.4) and I can set the Font color: Go to -->"Tools" + "Annotate" + Click on "Text". When the Text Box is open for entering text, click on the color icon (next to the Font selector): Hint on where to find it: below the File Name, you should see a set of about 8 edit icons and next to those you should see the color selector icon and next to that you should see the font type selector, to the right of that you should see the font size, an to the right of the font size you should see (left, Center, and Right) selector.
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Anything is possible with the right tool. In this case you need Acrobat Pro, since Acrobat is the only app authorized to edit PDFs. Even then some PDFs ask for a password when you try to make any changes.


You can get a pro copy from some "shady" sites, which I think is justifiable, no one in right mind can expect one to buy a $400 app just to change a background colour. Install, do it, uninstall. If pro version has a demo, then you can try that first.


You will find 'Add Background Color' in Tools menu or right hand Tools column.
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                There are cheaper and more legal methods of editing PDFs. I tend to subscribe to the philosophy that if you don't want a feature enough to pay for it, then you don't want that feature enough to use it. That being said, I would recommend looking in to Foxit Software's editor (foxitsoftware.com/products/editor); it costs less than $100. You can download a free demo to see if this has the functionality you want.
                
                
– Llamanerds
                

                Dec 18, 2012 at 0:50
                        
                            
                        
            

        

    


	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    




                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                




                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        

    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            7

                        
                        Full screen and zoom to page width in Preview or Skim on Mac
                    

                    
                        
                            18

                        
                        How can I set my own bookmarks in a PDF?
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Storage location of information on what page the user is reading in Reader
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        Text object gets deleted in Adobe Reader 11
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        Open file at given path with non-default program?
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        How do I overcome my visibility issue with scanned PDF files?
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        No Adobe Reader PDF Preview in Outlook after Update in November
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Is L'Hospital applicable when the limit of derivative quotient does not exist?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I solve the error in TRANSIESTA calculations?
                

            
	
                

                    What are the origins of these two uniforms?
                

            
	
                

                    How to replace a whole-life policy?
                

            
	
                

                    Where can I find reference of Caturvarga?
                

            
	
                

                    Short story about a futuristic civilization that had no concept of there being a wider universe, and the ramifications of them discovering it?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I stop my dog from constantly pulling on the leash?
                

            
	
                

                    Sci-fi short story about a human ship discovering a lost colony of genetically modified humans who find pleasure in self-sacrifice
                

            
	
                

                    Compare number to string with ranges and single numbers
                

            
	
                

                    How to remove the smell of bicarbonate of soda?
                

            
	
                

                    How are directory contents determined in Finder?
                

            
	
                

                    Why wasn't the planet Uranus recognized by ancient cultures?
                

            
	
                

                    Converting at once 5000 GeoJSON into ESRI Shapefiles with QGIS
                

            
	
                

                    Travelling Europe with UK partner as Dutch citizen
                

            
	
                

                    Rocket attached to a pendulum. How is energy conserved?
                

            
	
                

                    both of my parents are dead or both of my parents were dead
                

            
	
                

                    How to use full 6 Gb/s mode on my SATA HDD?
                

            
	
                

                    Is there a language to write programmes by pictures?
                

            
	
                

                    How would a creature adapted to life in a completely dark environment also have the ability to change its skin pattern like an octopus?
                

            
	
                

                    What event, short of a war or apocalypse, could cause social and technological regress?
                

            
	
                

                    How far does the intuition "non-stationary = null sets (of certain measure)" go?; what position do non-stationary ideals take in measure theory?
                

            
	
                

                    QGIS: How to only get the intersection part of self-intersecting polygons?
                

            
	
                

                    Could ammonium azanide exist?
                

            
	
                

                    Are Don Juan and Haidée both Greek, as this line in the poem seems to suggest?
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    








                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Super User

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.8.5973
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    