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My prospective printer demands a CMYK PDF. I have 40 PNGs to prepare (repeatedly).
I convert an RGB PNG to a CMYK PDF with ImageMagick like this:
convert myRGB.png -colorspace cmyk cmyk.pdf


The colors are not as bright in this pdf as they are if the same operation is done in Photoshop. I do not own Photoshop (a friend supplied the example). There is a web site that produces the same brighter result, but only one file at time. I need an open source solution like ImageMagick.


I have tried using several ICC profiles that I have downloaded from Adobe with the convert command like this:
convert myRGB.png -colorspace cmyk -profile someAdobe.icc cmyk.pdf


But the results are identical.
Can someone explain how to get brighter colors and also why the convert with -profile does not have any noticeable effect?
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                'Bright' is not the aim, 'accurate' is the aim. Did you start from a calibrated source? If not, then you won't know what you've got til it gets back from the printer's anyway.
                
                
– Tetsujin
                

                Aug 7, 2016 at 18:14
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                Agreed with tetsujin. And they probably are using separate color matrices or depths for the conversion process.
                
                
– Wyatt Ward
                

                Aug 7, 2016 at 19:32
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                Yes, I agree bright is not the aim, accuracy is. I should have noted that the colors in the Photoshop PDF are a better match on the screen for the colors of the original PNG. Those are the colors we want to match and that the IM produced image does not match. But we are taking the examples to a printer today. Although my hopes are not high, I will report the results. The monitor is an off the shelf cheap 24". Probably not calibrated.
                
                
– jsmithson
                

                Aug 8, 2016 at 22:09
                        
                            
                        
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                I have printed at a professional shop the original PNG, the Photoshop converted CMYK PDF, the IM converted RGB PDF, and the IM converted CMYK PDF. Only the IM CMYK PDF is darker. All the others closely match the screen display too, both on the cheap 24" and on a Mac 28". So I have to think there is something wrong with ImageMagick's conversion.
                
                
– jsmithson
                

                Aug 9, 2016 at 0:23
                        
                            
                        
            

        

    


	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    







                
                
                
                    
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    0
                                

                            

                            
                                


    
        
            Sorted by:
        
        
            Reset to default
        
    

    
        
                        Highest score (default)
                    

                        Date modified (newest first)
                    

                        Date created (oldest first)
                    


    





                            

                        

                    



                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                




                            
                                

Browse other questions tagged 	imagemagick
	color-profiles
	cmyk

.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        

    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            3

                        
                        Use Color Profiles in OS X to reduce monitor's color saturation
                    

                    
                        
                            5

                        
                        Converting RGB to CMYK color profile in GIMP
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        PDF to PNG with ImageMagick/GhostScript: Colorspace=sRGB breaks script
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        How to install Separate++ for GIMP on ubuntu
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Should I expect PDF vs TIF CMYK images to render differently on screen?
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        changes in GS 9.27 for /ebook with CMYK? (black color turns red)
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Preserving transparent colors when converting svg to png
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Should rear wheel be trued without cassette?
                

            
	
                

                    Conceal passwords in configuration files but maintain password length
                

            
	
                

                    What are the consequences that European standards being cited in law must be publicly accessable, but are protected by copyright?
                

            
	
                

                    Series or movie with long-lived witches hiding in the modern world?
                

            
	
                

                    Has Russia clarified what crimes it charges against the judges of the ICC?
                

            
	
                

                    Is there a reason why demands for conditions to be attached to military aid for Israel mostly come from the Democrat side?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I penalize using accelerated time in Full Dive Virtual Reality?
                

            
	
                

                    autocorrelation of a vector series
                

            
	
                

                    Is electric current actually the flow of electrical charge?
                

            
	
                

                    nested \ifx with extra \else error
                

            
	
                

                    Riddle: I am a mollusc
                

            
	
                

                    May Jews fulfil 100 daily berachot by listening to the berachot recited by others?
                

            
	
                

                    What are these fibers coming out from the baseboard?
                

            
	
                

                    Contract for plumber vs roofer
                

            
	
                

                    Why do we see a black hole shadow despite the fact that there is hot gas all around it and not all radiation is absorbed by the horizon?
                

            
	
                

                    How hard to brake to perfectly smoothly reach the destination?
                

            
	
                

                    What would the cheapest way to demolish large amounts of buildings when damage to the surrounding area isn't a concern?
                

            
	
                

                    Characterization of Determinant using multiplicativity and image of diagonal matrices
                

            
	
                

                    Dropping outlier from linear regression model reducing adjusted R^2
                

            
	
                

                    Why is the lunar relief not visible in photographs of solar eclipses?
                

            
	
                

                    Travelling Europe with UK partner as Dutch citizen
                

            
	
                

                    Burial Traditions
                

            
	
                

                    Ansible. Duplication of task execution
                

            
	
                

                    What happens when Congress violates the Constitution through inaction?
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    








                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Super User

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.8.5960
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    