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I have a poster in PDF format which I would like to share with a group of people. They will (most likely) print the document, but it is designed to be printed without the standard margin/border the printer usually applies. Is it possbile to "force" the end-user to print it borderless?  
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                Most printers are not capable of printing borderless. I'd recommend using a straight edge to remove the border after it is printed.
                
                
– NonlinearFruit
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I am using Adobe Acrobat X, available in 2016, maybe, though old even then. In it I can use the cropping function to crop as I desire.

Doing so about a PDF framed with a box border (part drawing), and printing the result shows I can achieve almost borderless printing with no effort.

"Almost"... what borders I do get are Â¼" top and bottom, and 0.17" left and right. Those are the borders beyond which a Word document print job will tell me my borders are sketchy, and ask if it should still try.

My printer has those borders as its limits, so surprise, surprise that these should be what Acrobat uses as its absolute edges. This would be built into the printer driver, surely, and reported out to Acrobat.

My driver will not let me expand those edges to or past the actual border. So I am at the end vis-a-vis that printer. Our conference room though, has an inkjet printer that allows for borderless printing as an option.

When printed on that, I see the print job essentially do that:  borderless printing. A real-life exception here is that I cut more off the left/right dimension than off the up/down dimension, so I only get it the one borderless way.

So yes, you ought to be able to achieve borderless printing, though you might have to be very careful about where, exactly, your cropping happens. Maintain your exact aspect ratio (11/8.5 = 22/17 = 1.2941176471). Or cut a wee bit off, left/right or top/bottom depending upon which works best for your precise page.

Now that's Acrobat. Not sure if Adobe Reader (the free program) allows cropping at all.

Nor might it allow exporting the page as an image. Or it may. If so, as Acrobat does, you can use an actual graphics program (GIMP, perhaps) to process things and even expand differentially left/right and up/down (which Acrobat won't do!) and more expertly handle making it being morphed a tad work well. Then printing to a printer that accepts borderless input might fill the page perfectly.
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Adobe PDF is a document display format, not a document layout wordprocessing format, more or less.


If you have access to the original document and can modify it, then you can change the margins to suit your needs, but the ability to change the margins is very limited or not available at all in the Reader application.
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Most printers use a traction device to process the paper, thus need "gripper" margins without ink.

Traditional (Last century) "Print Media" for "Borderless" printing had sprockets and perforations in the paper at the sides (like a bleed margin). So after the ink was applied you could tear off the sides.

Most commercial printing uses oversized media and then uses slitters and trimers to remove excess media, between bleed box and trim box.

Modern domestic "Printing Devices" can include a means to slowly push the paper under the print head so the ink does not touch the side rollers. These printers with "borderless" print abilities will be more expensive to purchase and run, thus less common.

SO the answer to a question like "CAN YOU FORCE USERS TO PRINT blah, blah", has to be NO.

It will be down to user choice of media and device.

    

    
        
            
            
                




    

        
            Share
        



                    
                        Improve this answer
                    


                
                    
                        Follow
                    
                







    

    



            



            
                
    
        
            answered Aug 29, 2023 at 11:50
        

        
    

    
        

    

    
        K JK J
        
            58211 gold badge33 silver badges1111 bronze badges
        

    





            

        

        
    
    

    






             
    
        
            

	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    




                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                




                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	pdf
	printing

.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        

    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            3

                        
                        MS Powerpoint PDF taking very long to print
                    

                    
                        
                            4

                        
                        How can I print to a .doc file?
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        How can I make a document print without borders in Microsoft Word 2010?
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        How do I edit the printing margins \ borders of a PDF, in Adobe Acrobat Pro or Soda PDF Pro, in order to print the PDF?
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        Borderless printing in Microsoft Excel 2016 not working
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        Can't Print From Outlook, Printer always prompts the user before printing
                    

                    
                        
                            4

                        
                        Print or convert a portrait A3 PDF as 2x landscape A4 (without white margins)
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Need help deciphering the path on a Windows shortcut's target for printing PDF files direct to Canon print driver
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Can the protium nucleus be in an excited state?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is the lunar relief not visible in photographs of solar eclipses?
                

            
	
                

                    What event, short of a war or apocalypse, could cause social and technological regress?
                

            
	
                

                    Is there a language to write programmes by pictures?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is the Compaq FWS2ASPI.SYS driver not recognized as an ASPI driver?
                

            
	
                

                    Bi weekly salaried question!
                

            
	
                

                    Neovim has wrong backround setting
                

            
	
                

                    What are these fibers coming out from the baseboard?
                

            
	
                

                    How to replace a whole-life policy?
                

            
	
                

                    Setup RAID-1 in Kickstart file with 1 Disk
                

            
	
                

                    Could ammonium azanide exist?
                

            
	
                

                    Why wasn't the planet Uranus recognized by ancient cultures?
                

            
	
                

                    Applications of Categorical Logic to Logic
                

            
	
                

                    Could an ecosystem entirely made up of parasites be possible?
                

            
	
                

                    What would the cheapest way to demolish large amounts of buildings when damage to the surrounding area isn't a concern?
                

            
	
                

                    How do I best identify weak points in myself along a path to academia
                

            
	
                

                    Where can I find reference of Caturvarga?
                

            
	
                

                    Create n random points on [0,1] with minimum distance
                

            
	
                

                    How are directory contents determined in Finder?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I make use of Cat 5e cabling in my home?
                

            
	
                

                    Me and spouse planning to visit UK for both our graduations in the same university. Do we need to submit separate visa applications?
                

            
	
                

                    Are these valid histograms?
                

            
	
                

                    List of nice non-context-free languages
                

            
	
                

                    No cloning theorem for classical states
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    








                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Super User

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.8.5973
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    