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Every PDF document I save is in Adobe Acrobat because that is the program I use. The Adobe icon was always shown before the file name. I opened my files today and every Adobe icon was changed to an icon that looks like a mini Chrome (I think HTML, but Iâ€™m not sure).


New icons below:








I know that I can go into my control panel and change the default settings back to Adobe. I did that.


Corrected icons below:








Iâ€™m wondering how they changed in the first place. If HTML (or whatever type of file that was) is connected to Google Chrome in any way, I did just have to uninstall and reinstall my Chrome browser because it was nonresponsive (if that helps).
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                Also to find out what file it is you can enable file extensions, Read this:thewindowsclub.com/show-file-extensions-in-windows
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                I just want to point out, for completeness and clarity, that the associated program and the icon being displayed has nothing to do with the file format. Your description does not cause me to suspect that the files themselves have been altered or changed to a different format. Though I will add that this is a misapprehension that is mostly fostered by the UI and by hiding file extensions
                
                
– Yorik
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How did they change? That really can't be answered as there are tons of ways it could have been changed, but here is a rundown of what probably caused it. (but not all)


	"Freeware" Freeware is free software that you download, these tend to offer that you change your home page, install software, etc to earn money. Consider running some kind of Adware remover.

	"Malware/Virus" It's possible some virus or malware got installed onto your computer and changed all of your shortcuts and messed with your files. Check your shortcuts to chrome and other common applications to check that the point to the correct location, also consider running an antivirus/malware. 

	"Adware" Adware can often be installed with an installer or even by visiting a website although if you did have some you would probably experience popups on your browser. Install an Adware Remover.
	"Trojan Virus" A trojan virus installs itself into a computer by misleading a user.
All in all, it probably got changed by some program you installed.



Some adware removers are:


	Malwarebytes Adwcleaner
	Anything else from here



Most of these also include an anti-malware/virus tool as well, but I won't recommend them and I'll leave what to use up to you
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It could have possibly been caused by the Chrome reinstall.  (You're right -- that is the Chrome icon.)  Windows itself can change default file associations as well, as can certain programs.  For example, I've seen image file types have their associations changed more often in Windows 10 than in older versions of Windows.

    

    
        
            
            
                




    

        
            Share
        



                    
                        Improve this answer
                    


                
                    
                        Follow
                    
                







    

    



            



            
                
    
        
            answered Mar 2, 2017 at 19:27
        

        
    

    
        

    

    
        freginoldfreginold
        
            60411 gold badge55 silver badges1414 bronze badges
        

    





            

        

        
    
    

    






             
    
        
            

	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    




                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                




                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	google-chrome
	pdf
	icons
	adobe-acrobat

.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        

    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        PDF files open with a dark overlay?
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Customise Chrome Taskbar Icon
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        How can I reproduce all formatting in another version of the same PDF?
                    

                    
                        
                            4

                        
                        Use Chrome to open both .htm and .pdf files but assign different icons in Win10
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        PDF thumbnails not showing for all files
                    

                    
                        
                            7

                        
                        Convert adobe acrobat PDF to normal PDF
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        If devices are registered in Intune, does configuration profile control the device's file associations or does the local device control it?
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    How would a creature adapted to life in a completely dark environment also have the ability to change its skin pattern like an octopus?
                

            
	
                

                    Are Don Juan and Haidée both Greek, as this line in the poem seems to suggest?
                

            
	
                

                    What event, short of a war or apocalypse, could cause social and technological regress?
                

            
	
                

                    Is intent required for genocide?
                

            
	
                

                    May Jews fulfil 100 daily berachot by listening to the berachot recited by others?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is the Compaq FWS2ASPI.SYS driver not recognized as an ASPI driver?
                

            
	
                

                    Should we give page numbers to each pages of the research paper?
                

            
	
                

                    What would the cheapest way to demolish large amounts of buildings when damage to the surrounding area isn't a concern?
                

            
	
                

                    Copy and delete Pathlib.Path
                

            
	
                

                    What are the consequences that European standards being cited in law must be publicly accessable, but are protected by copyright?
                

            
	
                

                    autocorrelation of a vector series
                

            
	
                

                    How hard to brake to perfectly smoothly reach the destination?
                

            
	
                

                    Conceal passwords in configuration files but maintain password length
                

            
	
                

                    What does an SD Card do internally during the 74 clock cycles at startup
                

            
	
                

                    How can I understand the gap between CPA and CCA1?
                

            
	
                

                    Delayed blast fireball + sculpt spell = safely pick up fireball?
                

            
	
                

                    No cloning theorem for classical states
                

            
	
                

                    Why do we see a black hole shadow despite the fact that there is hot gas all around it and not all radiation is absorbed by the horizon?
                

            
	
                

                    Cutting machine with Linux: fsck died with status code 4
                

            
	
                

                    Sci-fi short story about a human ship discovering a lost colony of genetically modified humans who find pleasure in self-sacrifice
                

            
	
                

                    Neovim has wrong backround setting
                

            
	
                

                    Riddle: I am a mollusc
                

            
	
                

                    How can I stop my dog from constantly pulling on the leash?
                

            
	
                

                    How are directory contents determined in Finder?
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    








                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Super User

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.8.5960
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    