
    
    

    

        


	
			
			
				

			

			
				
			
			
				
					Stack Exchange Network

					
						Stack Exchange network consists of 183 Q&A communities including Stack Overflow, the largest, most trusted online community for developers to learn, share their knowledge, and build their careers.
					

					Visit Stack Exchange
					
				

			






		        
                        
                            
                            
                            
    

    
        
            Loading…

        

    


    
    


    



                        

                

		


    	
            
        


            
                	
                            
                                Tour
                                
                                    Start here for a quick overview of the site
                                
                            
                        
	
                        
                            Help Center
                            
                                Detailed answers to any questions you might have
                            
                        
                    
	
                                    
                                        Meta
                                        
                                            Discuss the workings and policies of this site
                                        
                                    
                                
	
                                
                                    About Us
                                    
                                        Learn more about Stack Overflow the company, and our products
                                    
                                
                            


            

        

        	
            
                
            
        
	
                

    
        
            
                current community
            

            
                
                    
                        
                    
                

            

        

        
            	
                            
                
        

        
            Super User
        
    

    

    
            help
            chat
    


                    
	
                            
        
    


                            
        

        
            Meta Super User
        
    

                    


        


        
            
your communities            


        

        

                
Sign up or log in to customize your list.                

        


        
            more stack exchange communities
            

            company blog
        

        
                

        
        
    


        
	
	
                            Log in
                        
	Sign up





	



            
                    


            


        
            
            
                
            

                

    



                

            

        

    
                


    
        
            	
                    	


    
        
                Home

        

    

	


    
        
                Questions

        

    

	


    
        
                Tags

        

    

	
	


    
        
                Users

        

    

	


    
        
                Companies

        

    

	


    
        
                Unanswered

        

    



                
	

    Teams


    
        Stack Overflow for Teams
        â€“ Start collaborating and sharing organizational knowledge.
        
        

        Create a free Team
        Why Teams?

    


	
        
            Teams

            
                
            

        
    
	
        
            
                
                    
                        
                    

                    
                

                
                    Create free Team
                

            

        
    


        
    




        
            


            
                Teams

                Q&A for work

                Connect and share knowledge within a single location that is structured and easy to search.

                
                    Learn more about Teams
                
            


            
                
            

        









        

            


    


    
        

            
                        User-friendly program to create editable & searchable pdf files, like tax & application forms and such?

                
                        
        Ask Question
    

                

            

            
                    
                        Asked
                        13 years, 11 months ago
                    

                    
                        Modified
                        13 years, 11 months ago
                    

                    
                        Viewed
                        710 times
                    

            


            
                

    

    

		





    
        
            
        
            
        
        
            1
        

        
            
        


        

    
    









    
    




        


        


    
    
                
Can somebody recommend user-friendly program that will create ( or convert from Excel & Word, or OpenOffice) editable pdf forms. You know like tax forms, that some of us filled out. Where you can create a form with predefined format and stationary, but let user edit/fill out fields. I need something user-friendly that a regular person can use. I'm NOT looking for a pdf library ( I already use wkhtmltopdf for generating pdfs programmaticaly). The reason is that we have about 400 documents ( internal expense forms, traing forms, etc) in .doc and .xls format that we want to convert to editable pdf ( so that people don't have to fill them out by hand). Coding 400 templates and then converting them using some lib or command line tool - is not my idea of fun, espsecially since those form change all the time. I'd like to just give HR and Quality department the tool, so that they can maintain those documents. 


I looked at everything listed on this page ( http://www.cogniview.com/convert-pdf-to-excel/post/pdf-editing-creation-50-open-sourcefree-alternatives-to-adobe-acrobat/ ), but can't find what I need.


Thank you!!!
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  The reason is that we have about 400
  documents ( internal expense forms,
  traing forms, etc) in .doc and .xls
  format that we want to convert to
  editable pdf ( so that people don't
  have to fill them out by hand).




You should be able to use OpenOffice.org/unoconv for that.


unoconv -f pdf test.doc works for me, producing a fillable test.pdf that works in Evince (this is the same as OOWriter's File->Export->PDF).


You probably want to do some testing to verify that complex table and form layouts are preserved correctly. You may get better results if you were to start with native odf documents.
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                Kelly.Thanks for the advice. I can do this: OOWriter's File->Export->PDF, and it works. But what about a "unoconv -f pdf test.doc" I can't find anything about unoconv? Nothing at OpenOffice.org/unoconv - broken page.....
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                My mistake, I thought unoconv was part of OO.o, but it is an external program: dag.wieers.com/home-made/unoconv  Debian, at least, packages it, and rpms are available. It is Python and UNO, so I guess it should work on Windows as well
                
                
– KellyClowers
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