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Can somebody recommend user-friendly program that will create ( or convert from Excel & Word, or OpenOffice) editable pdf forms. You know like tax forms, that some of us filled out. Where you can create a form with predefined format and stationary, but let user edit/fill out fields. I need something user-friendly that a regular person can use. I'm NOT looking for a pdf library ( I already use wkhtmltopdf for generating pdfs programmaticaly). The reason is that we have about 400 documents ( internal expense forms, traing forms, etc) in .doc and .xls format that we want to convert to editable pdf ( so that people don't have to fill them out by hand). Coding 400 templates and then converting them using some lib or command line tool - is not my idea of fun, espsecially since those form change all the time. I'd like to just give HR and Quality department the tool, so that they can maintain those documents. 


I looked at everything listed on this page ( http://www.cogniview.com/convert-pdf-to-excel/post/pdf-editing-creation-50-open-sourcefree-alternatives-to-adobe-acrobat/ ), but can't find what I need.


Thank you!!!
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  The reason is that we have about 400
  documents ( internal expense forms,
  traing forms, etc) in .doc and .xls
  format that we want to convert to
  editable pdf ( so that people don't
  have to fill them out by hand).




You should be able to use OpenOffice.org/unoconv for that.


unoconv -f pdf test.doc works for me, producing a fillable test.pdf that works in Evince (this is the same as OOWriter's File->Export->PDF).


You probably want to do some testing to verify that complex table and form layouts are preserved correctly. You may get better results if you were to start with native odf documents.

    

    
        
            
            
                




    

        
            Share
        



                    
                        Improve this answer
                    


                
                    
                        Follow
                    
                







    

    



            



            
                
    
        
            answered Mar 12, 2010 at 21:28
        

        
    

    
        

    

    
        KellyClowersKellyClowers
        
            17555 bronze badges
        

    





            

        

        
    
    

    






            2 
    
        
            	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                Kelly.Thanks for the advice. I can do this: OOWriter's File->Export->PDF, and it works. But what about a "unoconv -f pdf test.doc" I can't find anything about unoconv? Nothing at OpenOffice.org/unoconv - broken page.....
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                My mistake, I thought unoconv was part of OO.o, but it is an external program: dag.wieers.com/home-made/unoconv  Debian, at least, packages it, and rpms are available. It is Python and UNO, so I guess it should work on Windows as well
                
                
– KellyClowers
                

                Mar 15, 2010 at 3:18
            

        

    


	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    




                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                




                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	pdf
	editing
	search
	forms

.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        

    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            11

                        
                        Why does Word 2010 create such huge PDF files?
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        Batch filling pdf form using data from Excel
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        DOCX to PDF... with Custom Document Properties
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        Better alternative for forms than PDF documents
                    

                    
                        
                            4

                        
                        Batch fill pdf form from Excel, csv, tsv
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        Convert html, pdf or .doc format to google doc without breaking formatting
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Delayed blast fireball + sculpt spell = safely pick up fireball?
                

            
	
                

                    Reality after death of the observer; and multiple reality
                

            
	
                

                    Is there a relationship between καθαιρέω ("destroy") and καθαίρω ("purify")?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is my clear wood finish drying orange?
                

            
	
                

                    How are directory contents determined in Finder?
                

            
	
                

                    Why does microtype affect the spacing of custom sections when using titlesec?
                

            
	
                

                    What do I do about a professor that demands I publish a nonsense proof?
                

            
	
                

                    Can any characterized property give a solid account of why multiplication is a harder computation operation than addition?
                

            
	
                

                    What does 老 indicate in 为啥他老在摇？
                

            
	
                

                    Why is my car losing control and vibrating
                

            
	
                

                    Ansible. Duplication of task execution
                

            
	
                

                    What event, short of a war or apocalypse, could cause social and technological regress?
                

            
	
                

                    How do I best identify weak points in myself along a path to academia
                

            
	
                

                    Why is the lunar relief not visible in photographs of solar eclipses?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I penalize using accelerated time in Full Dive Virtual Reality?
                

            
	
                

                    Step-by-step re-arranging of a string with randomized characters
                

            
	
                

                    30°F / -1°C sleeping bag vs a 50°F / 10°C sleeping bag whilst wearing layers
                

            
	
                

                    Is there any ban that prevents the militarization of the moon?
                

            
	
                

                    Is electric current actually the flow of electrical charge?
                

            
	
                

                    Applications of Categorical Logic to Logic
                

            
	
                

                    How can I make this table?
                

            
	
                

                    What's this vintage diode(?) from the 1970s?
                

            
	
                

                    Is intent required for genocide?
                

            
	
                

                    STM32 for loop slows down code too much
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    








                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Super User

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.7.5898
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    