
    
    

    

        


	
			
			
				

			

			
				
			
			
				
					Stack Exchange Network

					
						Stack Exchange network consists of 183 Q&A communities including Stack Overflow, the largest, most trusted online community for developers to learn, share their knowledge, and build their careers.
					

					Visit Stack Exchange
					
				

			






		        
                        
                            
                            
                            
    

    
        
            Loading…

        

    


    
    


    



                        

                

		


    	
            
        


            
                	
                            
                                Tour
                                
                                    Start here for a quick overview of the site
                                
                            
                        
	
                        
                            Help Center
                            
                                Detailed answers to any questions you might have
                            
                        
                    
	
                                    
                                        Meta
                                        
                                            Discuss the workings and policies of this site
                                        
                                    
                                
	
                                
                                    About Us
                                    
                                        Learn more about Stack Overflow the company, and our products
                                    
                                
                            


            

        

        	
            
                
            
        
	
                

    
        
            
                current community
            

            
                
                    
                        
                    
                

            

        

        
            	
                            
                
        

        
            Super User
        
    

    

    
            help
            chat
    


                    
	
                            
        
    


                            
        

        
            Meta Super User
        
    

                    


        


        
            
your communities            


        

        

                
Sign up or log in to customize your list.                

        


        
            more stack exchange communities
            

            company blog
        

        
                

        
        
    


        
	
	
                            Log in
                        
	Sign up





	



            
                    


            


        
            
            
                
            

                

    



                

            

        

    
                


    
        
            	
                    	


    
        
                Home

        

    

	


    
        
                Questions

        

    

	


    
        
                Tags

        

    

	
	


    
        
                Users

        

    

	


    
        
                Companies

        

    

	


    
        
                Unanswered

        

    



                
	

    Teams


    
        Stack Overflow for Teams
        â€“ Start collaborating and sharing organizational knowledge.
        
        

        Create a free Team
        Why Teams?

    


	
        
            Teams

            
                
            

        
    
	
        
            
                
                    
                        
                    

                    
                

                
                    Create free Team
                

            

        
    


        
    




        
            


            
                Teams

                Q&A for work

                Connect and share knowledge within a single location that is structured and easy to search.

                
                    Learn more about Teams
                
            


            
                
            

        









        

            


    


    
        

            
                        Least lossy file conversion for PDF

                
                        
        Ask Question
    

                

            

            
                    
                        Asked
                        5 years, 10 months ago
                    

                    
                        Modified
                        5 years, 10 months ago
                    

                    
                        Viewed
                        71 times
                    

            


            
                

    

    

		





    
        
            
        
            
        
        
            0
        

        
            
        


        

    
    









    
    




        


        


    
    
                
I need to convert a whole bunch of PDFs to some other file format (Doc, DocX, RTF etc), and then back to a PDF a little later.


I need to the new PDFs to look the same as far as possible.


Is there any difference between these file formats as to how lossy the conversion will be, or does it not really matter? What factors will make a difference?

    


        
            
                
                    
                    	pdf
	documents
	docx
	rtf


                

            

        


    
        
            
                




    

        
            Share
        



                    
                        Improve this question
                    


                
                    
                        Follow
                    
                







    

    



            


            
                
    
        
            asked Apr 25, 2018 at 9:23
        

        
    

    
        

    

    
        Yair HalberstadtYair Halberstadt
        
            10333 bronze badges
        

    





            

        

    

    






            1 
    
        
            	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                Please read How do I ask a good question?: "Have you thoroughly searched for an answer before asking your question? Sharing your research helps everyone. Tell us what you found and why it didnâ€™t meet your needs. This demonstrates that youâ€™ve taken the time to try to help yourself, it saves us from reiterating obvious answers, and above all, it helps you get a more specific and relevant answer!"
                
                
– DavidPostill
♦                

                Apr 25, 2018 at 9:59
            

        

    


	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    







                
                
                
                    
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                        1 Answer
                                    1
                                

                            

                            
                                


    
        
            Sorted by:
        
        
            Reset to default
        
    

    
        
                        Highest score (default)
                    

                        Date modified (newest first)
                    

                        Date created (oldest first)
                    


    





                            

                        

                    



                                    


    
        
            
        
            
        
        
            1
        

        
            
        


        

    
    








            
                
                    
                

            


    
    




        


        


    
    
PDF is a page layout description format: It describes the general structure of the document, resources like fonts and embedded images, a tree of all pages, and possible other things. For each page, it contains commands to put certain glyphs into certain positions, or other image operations, like placing an embedded image.


The other three formats you mention (Doc, DocX, RTF) are Microsoft-specific "source" formats, which describes sequences of characters with attributes, and doesn't describe (at least in principle) the layout of these characters on visible pages.


So all conversion from PDF into any of these formats (and basically all formats you can sensibly edit) will be lossy. Very lossy.


If you put enough effort in the conversion, you may get an PDF back that resembles more or less the original PDF, but making it look the same is really, really difficult.


Bottom line: PDFs are not editable. Edit whatever was used to create the PDF. If you don't have access to that, tough luck. You can still try to edit the PDF directly, but that's also not easy.
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