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A quick and dirty way of separating a document's colored and black-white pages would be as follows:


input=input.pdf; color_output=color_$input; wb_output=wb_$input; pdfjam $input $(gs -o - -sDEVICE=inkcov $input | grep -v " 0.00000  0.00000  0.00000" | grep -B1 "OK" | grep "Page" | awk '{print $2","}' | sed ':a;N;$!ba;s/\n/ /g' | rev | cut -c 2- | rev | sed 's/ //g') -o $color_output && pdfjam $input $(gs -o - -sDEVICE=inkcov $input | grep -B1 " 0.00000  0.00000  0.00000" | grep "Page" | awk '{print $2","}' | sed ':a;N;$!ba;s/\n/ /g' | rev | cut -c 2- | rev | sed 's/ //g') -o $wb_output



Just change the name input.pdf to your desired one. It makes use of gs to detect colored/bw pages and pdfjam to merge split pages.


PS: It is not working perfectly. Some grayscale pages may be detected as colored (due to nature of the CMYK representation of them). However this just saves time (and money).

    

    
        
            
            
                




    

        
            Share
        



                    
                        Improve this answer
                    


                
                    
                        Follow
                    
                







    

    



            



            
                
    
        
            answered Nov 4, 2018 at 18:14
        

        
    

    
        

    

    
        afedersinafedersin
        
            122 bronze badges
        

    





            

        

        
    
    

    






             
    
        
            

	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    




                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                




                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	linux
	pdf
	printing
	ghostscript

.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        

    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            15

                        
                        Split pages of scanned PDF
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        How to split pdf file into different pages
                    

                    
                        
                            43

                        
                        How can I split a PDF's pages down the middle?
                    

                    
                        
                            7

                        
                        How to convert PDF to Grayscale
                    

                    
                        
                            4

                        
                        How can I transform a PDF to get the same PDF but with four Pages on one?
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        Printing: Different pages from different feeds (pdf)
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        How to split a PDF page into 2 pages?
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Cutting machine with Linux: fsck died with status code 4
                

            
	
                

                    May Jews fulfil 100 daily berachot by listening to the berachot recited by others?
                

            
	
                

                    What makes the Golan Heights a geopolitical region and strategically important for Israel?
                

            
	
                

                    Should rear wheel be trued without cassette?
                

            
	
                

                    Contract for plumber vs roofer
                

            
	
                

                    Is there a reason why demands for conditions to be attached to military aid for Israel mostly come from the Democrat side?
                

            
	
                

                    電話をくださる subject identification
                

            
	
                

                    Could an ecosystem entirely made up of parasites be possible?
                

            
	
                

                    Dropping outlier from linear regression model reducing adjusted R^2
                

            
	
                

                    Problem with RegionFuncion
                

            
	
                

                    How can I solve the error in TRANSIESTA calculations?
                

            
	
                

                    How do I best identify weak points in myself along a path to academia
                

            
	
                

                    How would a creature adapted to life in a completely dark environment also have the ability to change its skin pattern like an octopus?
                

            
	
                

                    Did Boeing debut the 787 Dreamliner in 2007 with plywood doors and daylight visible through the wheel-wells?
                

            
	
                

                    Is it possible to have a page master?
                

            
	
                

                    Are two subgroups of prime index with a large intersection necessarily conjugate?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I penalize using accelerated time in Full Dive Virtual Reality?
                

            
	
                

                    List of nice non-context-free languages
                

            
	
                

                    Are Don Juan and Haidée both Greek, as this line in the poem seems to suggest?
                

            
	
                

                    How are directory contents determined in Finder?
                

            
	
                

                    What event, short of a war or apocalypse, could cause social and technological regress?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is the Compaq FWS2ASPI.SYS driver not recognized as an ASPI driver?
                

            
	
                

                    Is intent required for genocide?
                

            
	
                

                    Is there a language to write programmes by pictures?
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    








                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Super User

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.8.5973
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    