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I have this pdf file


https://www.dropbox.com/sh/thhjvtlzebe20ab/AADVLBVntblYi4Nyi_SlXVRNa?dl=0


which contains English and Arabic language. I want to convert it to .docx file and there are many ways but none of them give excellent results. 


	If I open the pdf file using MS Office 2016 I get the right formatting and all Arabic letters are converted correctly. But I lose almost every shape/drawings that are in the document. 
	If I convert the pdf file to .docx file I get all the shapes/drawings but then I get a bunch of page breaks, section breaks, column breaks etc. and in addition 70% of the Arabic words are not converted correctly.  
	I can get rid of the breaks using a VBA code and I can repair most of the bad converted Arabic words using another code but there are still many words left where I have to correct them manually. 
	Using google docs gives a bunch of mess. 
	Using Abbyy finereader also results in a mess of words.



Some useful information:


	This file was created using MS Office word 2013. I lost the original files because my hard drive broke and only did backup the pdf files. Everything has the same font which is (times new roman)



Edit: I used adobe acrobat pro to convert from pdf to .docx file


If I just copy and paste the Arabic words from pdf to word document using the paste option " keep text only " I get almost perfect results. But I have over 250 pages and this will consume time that I don't have. 
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                Sorry to say, I don't think there would be a better tool for conversion. As you already described all methods comes with a price. It seems you're familiar with macros; maybe you can create one which loops through the version with the Arabic words right and copies them to the one with right formatting, replacing the wrongly formatted words.
                
                
– Máté Juhász
                

                Jan 4, 2019 at 9:18
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                That is a very smart approach but I don't know to achieve this. I have only basic understanding in macros. Using different programs to convert the file results in different layout. I forgot to mention that I used adobe acrobat pro dc latest version to convert from pdf to .docx file.
                
                
– Peter Schneider
                

                Jan 4, 2019 at 10:35
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I try out this online converter https://pdf2doc.com/it/


Convert the file from PDF to DOC and open it with libreoffice give a acceptable result (mostly seems to have only pagination to be adjusted).


here the result: https://1drv.ms/f/s!Aj15LBU4peCjmZZp1BZZ7l9hwC3cqg


anyway the conversion cannot be done at 100% due the MS proprietary format of Office suite, for this reason if you use third party converter at last you loose the format, open the doc I provide you with libreoffice with word 2016 the result is not so good.


a screenshot of the doc file opened from libreoffice and word 2016:
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                This is a nice approach. Only problem is that all the Arabic words are messed up. The first letter is now the last letter and vice versa.  For example this English word:    "letter" -> "rettel"  This what happens in your file. This can be solved using a Macro. Right?
                
                
– Peter Schneider
                

                Jan 4, 2019 at 10:40
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                Edit: Not all the words are messed up.  On the first examination I think about 30% of the words are messed up.
                
                
– Peter Schneider
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                It could be fixed by a macro, what I think is append is the converter when realize is Arabic set the write from right to left but it is not precise as a human; you could try with different tools and get a bit better result, but getting a conversion out of the box I think is not realizable.
                
                
– AtomiX84
                

                Jan 4, 2019 at 10:55
            

        

    


	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    




                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                




                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	microsoft-word
	pdf
	conversion

.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        

    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        "Save as PDF" plugin with Arabic numbers
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        How to convert a pdf into word file
                    

                    
                        
                            3

                        
                        How to copy from arabic PDF file to word?
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        How do I make sure that word converts the right version of my document to PDF?
                    

                    
                        
                            5

                        
                        what is the difference between "save as" and "export" in office word
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    QGIS: How to only get the intersection part of self-intersecting polygons?
                

            
	
                

                    Contract for plumber vs roofer
                

            
	
                

                    Sci-fi short story about a human ship discovering a lost colony of genetically modified humans who find pleasure in self-sacrifice
                

            
	
                

                    Delayed blast fireball + sculpt spell = safely pick up fireball?
                

            
	
                

                    How are directory contents determined in Finder?
                

            
	
                

                    Minimally clued 4x5 Hidato (4 clues)
                

            
	
                

                    Received a verbal offer via videoconferencing - how long to wait for initial written offer?
                

            
	
                

                    How to remove the smell of bicarbonate of soda?
                

            
	
                

                    What are the origins of these two uniforms?
                

            
	
                

                    What to do about overhead lights when taking headshots?
                

            
	
                

                    Conceal passwords in configuration files but maintain password length
                

            
	
                

                    Why do we see a black hole shadow despite the fact that there is hot gas all around it and not all radiation is absorbed by the horizon?
                

            
	
                

                    What would the cheapest way to demolish large amounts of buildings when damage to the surrounding area isn't a concern?
                

            
	
                

                    Creating custom VCF file
                

            
	
                

                    Compare number to string with ranges and single numbers
                

            
	
                

                    is there any way to make firearms work in a fantasy setting alongside swords and armor and stuff?
                

            
	
                

                    Can the protium nucleus be in an excited state?
                

            
	
                

                    Create n random points on [0,1] with minimum distance
                

            
	
                

                    30°F / -1°C sleeping bag vs a 50°F / 10°C sleeping bag whilst wearing layers
                

            
	
                

                    Setup RAID-1 in Kickstart file with 1 Disk
                

            
	
                

                    May Jews fulfil 100 daily berachot by listening to the berachot recited by others?
                

            
	
                

                    Anna tries to make triangles from broken sticks
                

            
	
                

                    What makes the Golan Heights a geopolitical region and strategically important for Israel?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I stop my dog from constantly pulling on the leash?
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    








                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Super User

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.8.5973
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    