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  Question: How do I get Adobe Acrobat Pro DC to export all PDF files in a folder as text files ?




Using the Action Wizard on the Tools menu of Adobe Acrobat Pro DC I was able to create a custom command which allowed me to export (OCR) thousand of images as pdf files. I now want to export those images; which are now searchable as text files. However I cannot seem to find a similar set of tools to do this. 


Note: There is an export button that allows me to export files one-at-a-time as a text file but I cannot seem to find something that will allow me to run a command on entire folder. 


EDIT: I called customer support and a possible work around is to combine all the files into one giant PDF file and then export the pdf file. On the other hand I need a separate ID for each pdf file exported as text so that is not an option. 

    


        
            
                
                    
                    	pdf
	adobe-acrobat
	export


                

            

        


    
        
            
                




    

        
            Share
        



                    
                        Improve this question
                    


                
                    
                        Follow
                    
                







    

    



            


                

    
        
            edited Mar 26, 2019 at 19:34
        

        
    

    
        
    

    
        Anthony
        
            
        

    



                

            
                
    
        
            asked Mar 26, 2019 at 18:56
        

        
    

    
        

    

    
        AnthonyAnthony
        
            15311 silver badge77 bronze badges
        

    





            

        

    

    






             
    
        
            

	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    







                
                
                
                    
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                        1 Answer
                                    1
                                

                            

                            
                                


    
        
            Sorted by:
        
        
            Reset to default
        
    

    
        
                        Highest score (default)
                    

                        Date modified (newest first)
                    

                        Date created (oldest first)
                    


    





                            

                        

                    



                                    


    
        
            
        
            
        
        
            1
        

        
            
        


        

    
    








            
                
                    
                

            


    
    




        


        


    
    
You may use PowerShell combined with Xpdf.


Xpdf will install a program called pdftotext, which can be invoked from
a PowerShell script such as:


$FILES= ls *.pdf
foreach ($f in $FILES) {
    & "C:\Program Files\xpdf\bin32\pdftotext.exe" -enc UTF-8 "$f"
}



A similar batch script can be invoked from a .bat file without using PowerShell:


for /f %%G in ('dir /b') do {
  "C:\Program Files\xpdf\bin32\pdftotext.exe" -enc UTF-8 "%%G"
)



(Note: None of the scripts was tested.)
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                I am assuming I should be installing this e.g Xpdf/Xpdreader and the Xpdf command lines tools?. @harrymc Do you think I can use a PowerShell script to simply save the files as .text ?
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                Yes, I assume the same. I don't know of any support for PDF in pure PowerShell.
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                See here for a correction to your solution. I accepted your answer , you were missing an ampersand.
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                I did say it was untested... Sorry for the problem.
                
                
– harrymc
                

                Mar 27, 2019 at 16:51
            

        

    


	    


        
                    
                 | 
            Show 1 more comment
        
         
    

    




                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                




                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	pdf
	adobe-acrobat
	export

.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        
	Linked

	    
            
				
					1

				
				PowerShell Unexpected Token Error
			

	





    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        Edit text in-line in an Adobe Acrobat Document .pdf?
                    

                    
                        
                            4

                        
                        Copy pdf text layer to another pdf
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        Adobe Acrobat XI Pro: The PDF document contained image masks that were not downsampled
                    

                    
                        
                            9

                        
                        Export Adobe Acrobat comments of a PDF into a text file?
                    

                    
                        
                            7

                        
                        Understanding OCR options in Adobe Acrobat: "Searchable Image", "Searchable Image (Exact)", and "Editable Text and Images"
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        How to control DPI/PPI (or page size) when converting images to PDF with Adobe Acrobat?
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Why does it appear that God punishes Syria in Amos 1 for attacking Israel, even though he previously caused them to attack Israel?
                

            
	
                

                    Why wasn't the planet Uranus recognized by ancient cultures?
                

            
	
                

                    How to reproduce this kind of wavy line?
                

            
	
                

                    Could an ecosystem entirely made up of parasites be possible?
                

            
	
                

                    Is there a language to write programmes by pictures?
                

            
	
                

                    Are classes of objects inherent or subjective?
                

            
	
                

                    Step-by-step re-arranging of a string with randomized characters
                

            
	
                

                    Can you enter a Steel defender for protection?
                

            
	
                

                    Should under slab basement plumbing include a trap for the shower?
                

            
	
                

                    Devastated- Ribble R872 Ultegra damage
                

            
	
                

                    Ansible. Duplication of task execution
                

            
	
                

                    Applications of Categorical Logic to Logic
                

            
	
                

                    What would the cheapest way to demolish large amounts of buildings when damage to the surrounding area isn't a concern?
                

            
	
                

                    Are Don Juan and Haidée both Greek, as this line in the poem seems to suggest?
                

            
	
                

                    What to do about overhead lights when taking headshots?
                

            
	
                

                    Would traveling to Russia cause problems for future US border entries?
                

            
	
                

                    Dominance of connectives: Why do we teach this?
                

            
	
                

                    Are there actually any photons in orbit in the photon sphere of a black hole?
                

            
	
                

                    Has Russia clarified what crimes it charges against the judges of the ICC?
                

            
	
                

                    What's this vintage diode(?) from the 1970s?
                

            
	
                

                    Contract for plumber vs roofer
                

            
	
                

                    Delayed blast fireball + sculpt spell = safely pick up fireball?
                

            
	
                

                    Calculation of pH in Molecular Dynamics simulation?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I penalize using accelerated time in Full Dive Virtual Reality?
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    








                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Super User

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.7.5898
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    