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I've created a form in a PDF with Adobe Acrobat Pro. 
When empy, I want to use it as a template which the user opens, fills in, and saves as a copy to preserve the blank state of the template.


Here's the trick : I found both ways to


	make the document read only - the user can't save the form value, only print them
	make the document writeable, but in this case the document acting as a template can be modified too.



Any ideas? Thanks.
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Depending on your exact use case - you can do it from outside - just put the template in a place the user can't write to (can only read).
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                Precisely, I have to put it on a shared directory where everyone has read/write access.  I guess I'll just have to trust user not saving data in the original.
                
                
– gregseth
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I'm not sure if this is what you want to do, but If your trying to do a web survey template then...


If you are loading it to a website, script a download from the template copy to load a new web page with a script button to submit and "changes" to the template to a mySQL log  to record the information


Or create each web page with the template over laying user interface fields, in this way recording the information is easier and the user will never know they are typing into a field.


or upon opening have a script which auto renames the temple as "template00001" and so on increasing by one each time to have unique file names, or you can insert the time and date after each... "templateMay-3-2010"
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Does it have to be a PDF? If not you could do it in a Word Document and use a macro to name the document something else straight away doing a save as. You could combine this with a pop up asking for a variable - e.g user name and combine this with a date to give you a truly unique filename each time the form was filled in.
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Can't you just make it "read only" in the filesystem? If your users try to save the document with the same name, it should prevent it, but it will allow them to save-as with any other name.


Just make sure you're extending the PDF to reader in Adobe Acrobat so your users without Acrobat Pro can still save the document.

    

    
        
            
            
                




    

        
            Share
        



                    
                        Improve this answer
                    


                
                    
                        Follow
                    
                







    

    



            



            
                
    
        
            answered Sep 12, 2012 at 14:57
        

        
    

    
        

    

    
        PatKilgPatKilg
        
            1,03599 silver badges2727 bronze badges
        

    





            

        

        
    
    

    






             
    
        
            

	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    




                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                




                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	pdf
	adobe-acrobat
	forms
	templates

.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        

    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        PDF files open with a dark overlay?
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        I cannot print or export Adobe XML-Form files
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Invert specific pages of a PDF
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Opening a PDF Attachment with an in-document Link
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        Word 2013 crashes when converting to Adobe PDF
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Conceal passwords in configuration files but maintain password length
                

            
	
                

                    Applications of Categorical Logic to Logic
                

            
	
                

                    Flight to Canada 20-hour layover in Narita. Filipino
                

            
	
                

                    Can a Pokémon transform a human into a Pokémon?
                

            
	
                

                    May Jews fulfil 100 daily berachot by listening to the berachot recited by others?
                

            
	
                

                    What to do about overhead lights when taking headshots?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I solve the error in TRANSIESTA calculations?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is my car losing control and vibrating
                

            
	
                

                    How do I describe when someone is in possession of something they haven't been given
                

            
	
                

                    interrupt from a button and wait until serial port 1 has a message
                

            
	
                

                    How are directory contents determined in Finder?
                

            
	
                

                    Should we give page numbers to each pages of the research paper?
                

            
	
                

                    Anna tries to make triangles from broken sticks
                

            
	
                

                    What are the consequences that European standards being cited in law must be publicly accessable, but are protected by copyright?
                

            
	
                

                    Should rear wheel be trued without cassette?
                

            
	
                

                    How to replace a whole-life policy?
                

            
	
                

                    Did Boeing debut the 787 Dreamliner in 2007 with plywood doors and daylight visible through the wheel-wells?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I make use of Cat 5e cabling in my home?
                

            
	
                

                    Why does it appear that God punishes Syria in Amos 1 for attacking Israel, even though he previously caused them to attack Israel?
                

            
	
                

                    How do I best identify weak points in myself along a path to academia
                

            
	
                

                    Is there a work of fiction so "fictional" that is so different from our everyday reality that there is 'absolutely' nothing similar to it
                

            
	
                

                    How can I stop my dog from constantly pulling on the leash?
                

            
	
                

                    Is there any ban that prevents the militarization of the moon?
                

            
	
                

                    What would the cheapest way to demolish large amounts of buildings when damage to the surrounding area isn't a concern?
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    








                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Super User

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.8.5960
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    