
    
    

    

        


	
			
			
				

			

			
				
			
			
				
					Stack Exchange Network

					
						Stack Exchange network consists of 183 Q&A communities including Stack Overflow, the largest, most trusted online community for developers to learn, share their knowledge, and build their careers.
					

					Visit Stack Exchange
					
				

			






		        
                        
                            
                            
                            
    

    
        
            Loading…

        

    


    
    


    



                        

                

		


    	
            
        


            
                	
                            
                                Tour
                                
                                    Start here for a quick overview of the site
                                
                            
                        
	
                        
                            Help Center
                            
                                Detailed answers to any questions you might have
                            
                        
                    
	
                                    
                                        Meta
                                        
                                            Discuss the workings and policies of this site
                                        
                                    
                                
	
                                
                                    About Us
                                    
                                        Learn more about Stack Overflow the company, and our products
                                    
                                
                            


            

        

        	
            
                
            
        
	
                

    
        
            
                current community
            

            
                
                    
                        
                    
                

            

        

        
            	
                            
                
        

        
            Super User
        
    

    

    
            help
            chat
    


                    
	
                            
        
    


                            
        

        
            Meta Super User
        
    

                    


        


        
            
your communities            


        

        

                
Sign up or log in to customize your list.                

        


        
            more stack exchange communities
            

            company blog
        

        
                

        
        
    


        
	
	
                            Log in
                        
	Sign up





	



            
                    


            


        
            
            
                
            

                

    



                

            

        

    
                


    
        
            	
                    	


    
        
                Home

        

    

	


    
        
                Questions

        

    

	


    
        
                Tags

        

    

	
	


    
        
                Users

        

    

	


    
        
                Companies

        

    

	


    
        
                Unanswered

        

    



                
	

    Teams


    
        Stack Overflow for Teams
        â€“ Start collaborating and sharing organizational knowledge.
        
        

        Create a free Team
        Why Teams?

    


	
        
            Teams

            
                
            

        
    
	
        
            
                
                    
                        
                    

                    
                

                
                    Create free Team
                

            

        
    


        
    




        
            


            
                Teams

                Q&A for work

                Connect and share knowledge within a single location that is structured and easy to search.

                
                    Learn more about Teams
                
            


            
                
            

        









        

            


    


    
        

            
                        How can I make Adobe Acrobat Reader open PDF files in read-only mode?

                
                        
        Ask Question
    

                

            

            
                    
                        Asked
                        1 year, 4 months ago
                    

                    
                        Modified
                        1 year, 4 months ago
                    

                    
                        Viewed
                        990 times
                    

            


            
                

    

    

		





    
        
            
        
            
        
        
            0
        

        
            
        


        

    
    









    
    




        


        


    
    
                
I sounds weird, but I'm failing to find an option to make Adobe Acrobat Reader open PDF files read-only.

By read-only I understand no write lock on file system.

There are similar questions where people want to get rid of editing/commenting/collab toolbars and all those bells and whistles that waste screen space, but these are not helpful in my case:

	Adobe Acrobat PRO DC hiding side bar
	How I set Adobe Reader DC to open in Read Mode (without going to View to turn it on)? 


Pressing Ctrl+H removes toolbars but the file stays locked.

There's no relevant command line parameter either.

Big picture

I'm developing a document, my sources are in DocBook format.

The PDF is generated via XSL-FO using RenderX XEP and DocBook stylesheets.

I make an edit to my sources then I render the PDF.

Finally, I open it in Acrobat Reader to see the result.

I make the next editing while, obviously, looking at what I'm having so far.

However, I'm having to close the Adobe Reader every time before the rendering, and it gets annoying.

I'm using Adobe Acrobat Reader version 2022.003.20258, but I believe the problem is decades-long so the version does not matter much.

Updated per comments:

I'm on Windows;

I'm already using an alternative PDF viewer, but it does not seem to be a good option for me as the documents I'm working on are Section 508-compatible (Read Out Loud etc.)
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                I assume you are a Windows user. Read only mode is not the solution. Acrobat simply opens the file in exclusive mode which prevents other programs from modifying it. This is a common problem by Acrobat known by all users who generate PDF files. The simple solution is not to use Acrobat. Instead use a PDF viewer like Sumatra PDF which allows changing the PDF file while viewing it.
                
                
– Robert
                

                Oct 14, 2022 at 21:26
                        
                            
                        
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                With the Issue being Acrobat on Windows always taking Exclusive Mode & no alternative viewer being suitable , I would solve that Issue like this : EITHER (1) Make a copy within the generator (eg with name xyz.pdf make , a copy xyz_readonly.pdf) and view that instead. Always overwrite this readonly copy when making new revisions. OR (2) Make a copy in Windows Explorer (Eg select  xyz.pdf , ctrl-c , ctrl-v to generate a quick copy) & use this readonly copy to view & Delete this readonly copy when making new revisions. The Exclusive Mode Issue will not interfere !
                
                
– Prem
                

                Oct 15, 2022 at 7:39
            

        

    


	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    







                
                
                
                    
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    0
                                

                            

                            
                                


    
        
            Sorted by:
        
        
            Reset to default
        
    

    
        
                        Highest score (default)
                    

                        Date modified (newest first)
                    

                        Date created (oldest first)
                    


    





                            

                        

                    



                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                




                            
                                

Browse other questions tagged 	adobe-reader
	read-only

.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        
	Linked

	    
            
				
					2

				
				Adobe Acrobat PRO DC hiding side bar
			

	





    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Force Windows XP to open PDF with Adobe Reader 9.4 (Acrobat 4.0 also on machine)?
                    

                    
                        
                            6

                        
                        Adobe reader slow opening pdf files
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        How to prevent Adobe Acrobat Reader opening PDF files in Firefox?
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        How can I encrypt a read-only adobe acrobat file?
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Adobe Reader XI and Acrobat X will not open
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        Personal digital certificate for Adobe Acrobat Reader
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    May Jews fulfil 100 daily berachot by listening to the berachot recited by others?
                

            
	
                

                    What event, short of a war or apocalypse, could cause social and technological regress?
                

            
	
                

                    Transit at PEK international aiport T3
                

            
	
                

                    Are these valid histograms?
                

            
	
                

                    Converting at once 5000 GeoJSON into ESRI Shapefiles with QGIS
                

            
	
                

                    interrupt from a button and wait until serial port 1 has a message
                

            
	
                

                    How do I best identify weak points in myself along a path to academia
                

            
	
                

                    How can I make this table?
                

            
	
                

                    Calculation of pH in Molecular Dynamics simulation?
                

            
	
                

                    Devastated- Ribble R872 Ultegra damage to rear dropout
                

            
	
                

                    How to replace a whole-life policy?
                

            
	
                

                    Could ammonium azanide exist?
                

            
	
                

                    Is there a reason why demands for conditions to be attached to military aid for Israel mostly come from the Democrat side?
                

            
	
                

                    Conceal passwords in configuration files but maintain password length
                

            
	
                

                    Received a verbal offer via videoconferencing - how long to wait for initial written offer?
                

            
	
                

                    How to reproduce this kind of wavy line?
                

            
	
                

                    Setup RAID-1 in Kickstart file with 1 Disk
                

            
	
                

                    Is intent required for genocide?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is the lunar relief not visible in photographs of solar eclipses?
                

            
	
                

                    Why does microtype affect the spacing of custom sections when using titlesec?
                

            
	
                

                    What happens when Congress violates the Constitution through inaction?
                

            
	
                

                    Characterization of Determinant using multiplicativity and image of diagonal matrices
                

            
	
                

                    Can you enter a Steel defender for protection?
                

            
	
                

                    Compare number to string with ranges and single numbers
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    








                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Super User

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.8.5960
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    