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because of inexperience with professional printing, we did not take bleed margin into account when creating a small magazine. A lot of pages have text cut off because of this. We can reprint them, but to get it right, we would have to make bleed margins for each page specifically, because they all have different designs and colours. Is it possible to add bleed margins (5mm) to all pages, where the colour of the margins is equal to the average colour of the page? It would be even better if it extended the colour of the last pixel of the edge, but that is probably too much to ask, isn't it.
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                A truly 'professional' printer would have told you about this before they ran the job. It would be obvious to them, even if you didn't know beforehand. I'd take it to a different shop & ask their guidance.
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                Are you asking how to add white margins to the page ? This is normally done by setting the page-size and adding the -dFIXEDMEDIA switch (link). For standard bleed sizes see this article, but you should ask your printer.
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                I agree that they should've told me about it beforehand, but now we don't have much time nor money to go to another printshop. They have offered us a free reprint.  I am not asking about white margins, but about coloured margins that match the average colour of each page. I already asked about if white margins were okay, but they will show quite clearly after cutting.
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                One solution seems to add pictures or other colored objects that are too large for the printed page, which will look well after the paper is cut. But I can't help with the automatic color choice. Or you could make the page size too big with no margins.
                
                
– harrymc
                

                Jun 2, 2023 at 13:01
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                Do you have enough "real" margin that you could just scale all the pages up slightly to make a larger page size? That would be one way - the colour would come automatically. You could then set a bleed box. For example, cpdf in.pdf -scale-to-fit "x y" AND -bleedbox "5mm 5mm w h" -o out.pdf for suitable values of x, y, w and h.
                
                
– johnwhitington
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