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Let's say you have 5 .docx files, A-E. Some links in A.docx point to (probably relatively) to B.docx. So you would have a sentence in A.docx that says something like "For more information on this topic, see B.docx" and a link associated with B.docx that opens up that document (maybe the link is file:\c:\docs\B.docx). 


What I want to do is combine the 5 .docx files into 1 PDF file, with each .docx file being appended to the one before it. I want links preserved, but changed to reflect the new 1 whole PDF document instead of 5 separate ones. So instead of the link being file:\c:\docs\B.docx, it should be now be something local since B.docx is now integrated in one file with A.docx. So we need a bookmark or something else in order to get to the first page of B.docx.


Right now, these type of links in the combined PDF still try to reach a separate document and give me a "File Not Found" type of error. I suppose I expect this on the surface, but I am trying to find a way to correct it.


Does this make sense? 


Optimally, I would like a non-brute force, reusable method to accomplish this task (either within Word or programmatically) without having to cut and paste B.docx to the bottom of A.docx, then cut C.docx to the bottom of what is now A|B.docx, etc. and then manually add bookmarks and change the links. However, I am almost resigned to the point that I will have to go the cut | paste, add new bookmarks, change all links manually route. The problem is that each document can be on the upward of 300-400 pages, making cut | paste a bit of a pain.


Note 1: The way I create the 1 PDF is by "Save As" each .docx file as a .pdf from Word, then using Adobe Acrobat to combine the .pdf files into 1.


Note 2: Someone else on another forum actually had the same problem and wrote the question this way... "I've created hyperlinks from one DOC file to bookmarks in another. When converting to PDF, I've combined the DOC files to create a single PDF document. In the PDF document, the hyperlinks open the DOC version of the file rather than linking to a page in the PDF document. Is there a way to have the hyperlink convert so that it's not opening a DOC file but rather pointing to the correct bookmark in the PDF doc?"


Note 3: All local hyperlinks work fine when I combine the documents into one PDF. It is the cross-document links that I am trying to figure out the best way to handle.
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                Would you be able to create a Section in MS Word and then insert each document into their own section (to preserve formats and headers/footers) and then create a PDF from the one combined document?
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                Do the sections give each document their own domain space such that even though they are all in the same combined document, the cross-document links act as if they are going to different files within that combined document? In other words, do the section breaks emulate different documents within the same document?
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                Sort of. For example, if you have two sections within one Microsoft Word document, you would be able to have the first section numbered a,b,c,etc. for the pages in the footer. You can also leave out a header. On the second section, you can create new footers numbered numerically for the pages and a different header. You can also use sections to have one group of pages in a different paper layout (landscape vs portrait) as well as different sizes.
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Is there a reason you cannot create one long word document prior to creating the PDF? The PDF system is not "intelligent" enough to note that the files you were referencing first were turned into pdf files and then that those pdf files were merged.


What you need to do is when creating the merged file, merge the file in Word and create internal links as you note you have in other places in the document. Then turn this merged document file into a pdf file.
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                Unless I am misunderstanding, that basically ends up being the "brute force" method that I have come to realize may be the only option. The reason I did not combine the 5 documents into Word first then PDF was that Word gets very sluggish when we are dealing with 1000s of pages. But, I am going that route now. I am really wondering if there is "intelligence" for Word to know that I am pasting document B into document A, and update any cross-document links into local relative links accordingly. It's looking unlikely though. So manual link changes are on the horizon after the Word merge.
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                Like you, I doubt there is such "intelligence" in Word. But even beyond that, the process you describe in your question seems to expect that "intelligence" and even a greater degree of it, in Adobe Acrobat, where I'm sure you agree it's probably not even as likely there as it is in Word.
                
                
– music2myear
                

                Jul 15, 2011 at 21:21
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                music2myear -- 100% agree. I imagine I could probably scratch up some code to search the combined Word document for file:// links and revise them to some sort of local bookmark based link. I just got to decide if it is worth the trouble to define my own "intelligence" :-)
                
                
– Joel Marcey
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I assume you want to use external files as a way to build together your final document from different files while keeping each part separate on disk.


You may find you can still achieve this and also what you are asking here by embedding your documents in the final document using INCLUDETEXT. You can then use local links to bookmarks which are found in the source document. In theory this should work (I have not tested so let me know how it goes) as the bookmarks and content is "copied" into the document. 


The links to the bookmarks should then work and the files still remain external as you still make changes in each separate document and then update the main document to include the changed content.

    

    
        
            
            
                




    

        
            Share
        



                    
                        Improve this answer
                    


                
                    
                        Follow
                    
                







    

    



            



            
                
    
        
            answered Jul 9, 2012 at 3:36
        

        
    

    
        

    

    
        AdamAdam
        
            7,45122 gold badges2727 silver badges4343 bronze badges
        

    





            

        

        
    
    

    






             
    
        
            

	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    




                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                




                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	microsoft-word
	pdf
	microsoft-office
	adobe-acrobat
	hyperlink

.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        

    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            5

                        
                        DOCX to PDF conversion loses hyperlinks on Mac OS X
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        Best way to Word document files to image and then image to PDF conversion?
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Pixel-to-pixel conversion of .docx file to PDF
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        hyperlinking from pdf to word bookmarks
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        DOCX to PDF... with Custom Document Properties
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Save Microsoft Word 2010 document as PDF and preserving inter-document bookmarks
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        How to combine multiple file types into a single PDF?
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        PDF hyperlinks fail to open linked files on my computer
                    

                    
                        
                            15

                        
                        Batch convert docx files to pdf
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Scaling a PDF using Adobe Acrobat's preflight fixup doesn't scale document links with it
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Is there a language to write programmes by pictures?
                

            
	
                

                    Setup RAID-1 in Kickstart file with 1 Disk
                

            
	
                

                    Why wasn't the planet Uranus recognized by ancient cultures?
                

            
	
                

                    How to replace a whole-life policy?
                

            
	
                

                    Devastated- Ribble R872 Ultegra damage to rear dropout
                

            
	
                

                    How can I make use of Cat 5e cabling in my home?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is the lunar relief not visible in photographs of solar eclipses?
                

            
	
                

                    Why does microtype affect the spacing of custom sections when using titlesec?
                

            
	
                

                    Received a verbal offer via videoconferencing - how long to wait for initial written offer?
                

            
	
                

                    Converting at once 5000 GeoJSON into ESRI Shapefiles with QGIS
                

            
	
                

                    both of my parents are dead or both of my parents were dead
                

            
	
                

                    What are the consequences that European standards being cited in law must be publicly accessable, but are protected by copyright?
                

            
	
                

                    List of nice non-context-free languages
                

            
	
                

                    Why is the Compaq FWS2ASPI.SYS driver not recognized as an ASPI driver?
                

            
	
                

                    How are directory contents determined in Finder?
                

            
	
                

                    What are these fibers coming out from the baseboard?
                

            
	
                

                    Can air itself be theoretically considered as a (very poor) wireless ESD grounding strap?
                

            
	
                

                    Could ammonium azanide exist?
                

            
	
                

                    Characterization of Determinant using multiplicativity and image of diagonal matrices
                

            
	
                

                    nested \ifx with extra \else error
                

            
	
                

                    Is there a relationship between καθαιρέω ("destroy") and καθαίρω ("purify")?
                

            
	
                

                    How hard to brake to perfectly smoothly reach the destination?
                

            
	
                

                    Did Boeing debut the 787 Dreamliner in 2007 with plywood doors and daylight visible through the wheel-wells?
                

            
	
                

                    Is it a good idea to give partial points in grading
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    








                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Super User

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.8.5960
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    