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I need to convert a Word document to PDF file so that user would not be able to copy any text or anything from it (pdf file).


How can I do that?


Thank you.
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You can set the not-copy flag in the pdf file using for example pdftk (there exists GUIs for it). You need to set an owner password.


But since many pdf readers ignore not-copy/not-print-flags, another option would be to convert all the text to vector paths using e.g. inkscape, but this would bloat the pdf file heavily.


In all cases, the user could use OCR-software to extract the text, so there is no safe solution.
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Any PDF file can contain DRM (digital right management) feature: in other words a feature that disable copy-paste. You can find tons of software that does that, there are also few websites that propose to do it online without downloading a software (i.e online-pdf-nocopy.com)

    

    
        
            
            
                




    

        
            Share
        



                    
                        Improve this answer
                    


                
                    
                        Follow
                    
                







    

    



            



            
                
    
        
            answered Sep 20, 2014 at 21:53
        

        
    

    
        

    

    
        user370568user370568
        
            111 bronze badge
        

    





            

        

        
    
    

    






            1 
    
        
            	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                The link you wrote is broken.
                
                
– PhoneixS
                

                Dec 14, 2015 at 16:05
            

        

    


	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    




                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                


                                    
        
            
                    
                        
                    

                
                    
                            
                                Highly active question. Earn 10 reputation (not counting the association bonus) in order to answer this question. The reputation requirement helps protect this question from spam and non-answer activity.
                                
                            

                    

                

            

        





                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	microsoft-word
	pdf
	copy-protection

.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        

    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            69

                        
                        Can't copy text from a pdf file
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        Document structure tags for accessibility breaks PDF saved from Word
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        How can I add obfuscating stripes to a PDF or Word document?
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        Digitally sign my word or pdf document with timestamp
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        Insert PDF into Word document
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Using PDF as background of Word document
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Devastated- Ribble R872 Ultegra damage to rear dropout
                

            
	
                

                    Travelling Europe with UK partner as Dutch citizen
                

            
	
                

                    Where can I find reference of Caturvarga?
                

            
	
                

                    Burial Traditions
                

            
	
                

                    Dominance of connectives: Why do we teach this?
                

            
	
                

                    May Jews fulfil 100 daily berachot by listening to the berachot recited by others?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is my car losing control and vibrating
                

            
	
                

                    Compare number to string with ranges and single numbers
                

            
	
                

                    Calculation of pH in Molecular Dynamics simulation?
                

            
	
                

                    Ansible. Duplication of task execution
                

            
	
                

                    Setup RAID-1 in Kickstart file with 1 Disk
                

            
	
                

                    Battery pack voltage keeps dropping without use
                

            
	
                

                    Show that the piecewise function is not Riemann integrable.
                

            
	
                

                    How can I penalize using accelerated time in Full Dive Virtual Reality?
                

            
	
                

                    Could ammonium azanide exist?
                

            
	
                

                    Flight to Canada 20-hour layover in Narita. Filipino
                

            
	
                

                    Is there any ban that prevents the militarization of the moon?
                

            
	
                

                    Bi weekly salaried question!
                

            
	
                

                    Applications of Categorical Logic to Logic
                

            
	
                

                    Why do we see a black hole shadow despite the fact that there is hot gas all around it and not all radiation is absorbed by the horizon?
                

            
	
                

                    Conceal passwords in configuration files but maintain password length
                

            
	
                

                    Representing natural numbers as sums of distinct prime powers
                

            
	
                

                    both of my parents are dead or both of my parents were dead
                

            
	
                

                    Could an ecosystem entirely made up of parasites be possible?
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    








                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Super User

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.8.5960
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    