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                        How do I set Safari on Mac OS X to show PDFs using Preview instead of Adobe Reader?
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I shouldn't have installed Adobe Reader on my Mac. But now that I have, how do I set Safari to (go back to) show PDFs using Preview (as the inline PDF display plug-in) instead of Reader? Do I need to uninstall Reader?


Update: I went ahead and uninstalled Adobe Reader.  (I grew tired of constant reminders to update something I wasn't using.)
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The "Right Way" to accomplish this is actually within the Adobe Reader app. Just go into preferences, click Internet, and uncheck Display PDF in Browser. Simple and non-destructive, since Adobe will almost certainly attempt to "repair" itself when it notices the plugin file missing at the next security update.
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                This sounds like the right answer, but I can't verify since I uninstalled Adobe Reader since posting this question.
                
                
– Daryl Spitzer
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                This no longer works with a recent Adobe and is a known issue: superuser.com/a/254624/65618
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It is neither necessary nor sufficient to uninstall the Adobe Reader. I went also through this process and finally succeeded by (re)moving 


/Library/Internet Plug-Ins/AdobePDFViewer.plugin. 



More information can be found here.
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                I, of course, had to restart Safari after deleting this file.
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You should be able to "Get Info" on a PDF (cmd+I or right click the file) and then set the default viewer for that file type.
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                But this launches Preview as a separate process whereas it is possible to use Preview as an inline reader directly in Safari.
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                Insomnic, can you verify that Safari & Adobe Reader honor the Finder setting, and verify that the default setting works as you describe?  (I've already deleted the plug-in and would rather not re-install it.)
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                 | 
            Show 1 more comment
        
         
    

    




                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                




                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	mac
	safari
	adobe-reader
	preview

.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        
	Linked

	    
            
				
					14

				
				How do I uninstall Adobe Reader 9 for Mac?
			

            
				
					6

				
				How do I set Preview as the PDF viewer in Safari, instead of Adobe Reader X?
			

	





    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            4

                        
                        How do I "sandbox" Adobe Reader on my Mac?
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Why won't Adobe Reader display embedded PDFs correctly?
                    

                    
                        
                            6

                        
                        How do I set Preview as the PDF viewer in Safari, instead of Adobe Reader X?
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        How can I get Adobe Reader X (10.0.1) to save my toolbar preferences?
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        Regaining Preview on Safari without uninstalling Adobe Reader?
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        Why can't I search a certain PDF in Mac OS X, but I can in Windows using Adobe Reader?
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        PDF thumbnails not showing for all files
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        Safari on Catalina not loading PDF
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Is there a language to write programmes by pictures?
                

            
	
                

                    How are directory contents determined in Finder?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is my Windows drive is appearing as encrypted in Linux (Ubuntu)?
                

            
	
                

                    Why should I use 多く instead of 多い in the sentence: 留学生はアジア人が多く
                

            
	
                

                    Applications of Categorical Logic to Logic
                

            
	
                

                    Why multiply by the length of other vector when taking the dot product?
                

            
	
                

                    both of my parents are dead or both of my parents were dead
                

            
	
                

                    Bi weekly salaried question!
                

            
	
                

                    Ideals generated by Turing independent sets
                

            
	
                

                    An exact definition of multiplication
                

            
	
                

                    Step-by-step re-arranging of a string with randomized characters
                

            
	
                

                    What to do about overhead lights when taking headshots?
                

            
	
                

                    Series or movie with long-lived witches hiding in the modern world?
                

            
	
                

                    Burial Traditions
                

            
	
                

                    Why is my clear wood finish drying orange?
                

            
	
                

                    How would a sentient species without technology derive General Relativity?
                

            
	
                

                    Would traveling to Russia cause problems for future US border entries?
                

            
	
                

                    Verbs with ending [ます] to [く]
                

            
	
                

                    30°F / -1°C sleeping bag vs a 50°F / 10°C sleeping bag whilst wearing layers
                

            
	
                

                    Can any characterized property give a solid account of why multiplication is a harder computation operation than addition?
                

            
	
                

                    How would a creature adapted to life in a completely dark environment also have the ability to change its skin pattern like an octopus?
                

            
	
                

                    Devastated- Ribble R872 Ultegra damage
                

            
	
                

                    Riddle: I am a mollusc
                

            
	
                

                    Can DOS make use of more than 640 KB of conventional memory on 80186?
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    








                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Super User

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.7.5898
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    