
    
    

    

        


	
			
			
				

			

			
				
			
			
				
					Stack Exchange Network

					
						Stack Exchange network consists of 183 Q&A communities including Stack Overflow, the largest, most trusted online community for developers to learn, share their knowledge, and build their careers.
					

					Visit Stack Exchange
					
				

			






		        
                        
                            
                            
                            
    

    
        
            Loading…

        

    


    
    


    



                        

                

		


    	
            
        


            
                	
                            
                                Tour
                                
                                    Start here for a quick overview of the site
                                
                            
                        
	
                        
                            Help Center
                            
                                Detailed answers to any questions you might have
                            
                        
                    
	
                                    
                                        Meta
                                        
                                            Discuss the workings and policies of this site
                                        
                                    
                                
	
                                
                                    About Us
                                    
                                        Learn more about Stack Overflow the company, and our products
                                    
                                
                            


            

        

        	
            
                
            
        
	
                

    
        
            
                current community
            

            
                
                    
                        
                    
                

            

        

        
            	
                            
                
        

        
            Super User
        
    

    

    
            help
            chat
    


                    
	
                            
        
    


                            
        

        
            Meta Super User
        
    

                    


        


        
            
your communities            


        

        

                
Sign up or log in to customize your list.                

        


        
            more stack exchange communities
            

            company blog
        

        
                

        
        
    


        
	
	
                            Log in
                        
	Sign up





	



            
                    


            


        
            
            
                
            

                

    



                

            

        

    
                


    
        
            	
                    	


    
        
                Home

        

    

	


    
        
                Questions

        

    

	


    
        
                Tags

        

    

	
	


    
        
                Users

        

    

	


    
        
                Companies

        

    

	


    
        
                Unanswered

        

    



                
	

    Teams


    
        Stack Overflow for Teams
        â€“ Start collaborating and sharing organizational knowledge.
        
        

        Create a free Team
        Why Teams?

    


	
        
            Teams

            
                
            

        
    
	
        
            
                
                    
                        
                    

                    
                

                
                    Create free Team
                

            

        
    


        
    




        
            


            
                Teams

                Q&A for work

                Connect and share knowledge within a single location that is structured and easy to search.

                
                    Learn more about Teams
                
            


            
                
            

        









        

            


    


    
        

            
                        DOCX to PDF... with Custom Document Properties

                
                        
        Ask Question
    

                

            

            
                    
                        Asked
                        10 years, 1 month ago
                    

                    
                        Modified
                        9 years, 8 months ago
                    

                    
                        Viewed
                        2k times
                    

            


            
                

    

    

		





    
        
            
        
            
        
        
            1
        

        
            
        


        

    
    









    
    




        


        


    
    
                
TLDR: How can I convert a DOC(X) to a PDF and keep CustomDocumentProperties and Fields - so that I can programmatically update the Custom Properties and print the PDF via a Windows Service?


!TLDR


We have a custom in-house application that pairs DOCX creation - followed with field updates and printing. The application as it is - a Windows Form based program - works but requires it to be run from user shell. I want to upgrade this program to be run from a Windows Service.


THE issue with DOCX in a Windows Service is printing. Must have Word Installed on the Server. Word doesn't play well outside of a user shell - Modal Dialogs, user prompts (do you want to restore one of these? Do you want to enable editing of this document? etc), required registry entries, etc.


I'm exploring adjusting our workflow to PDFs on the server.


Workflow


DOC(X) Prep/Creation (Manual, not in-program):


	Import/Run VBScript:

	Get table/view columns out of a database. 
	Each column goes into a Custom DocumentProperty.


	Place Fields into document for desired Custom Properties.



So CustomerName, AddressLine1, City, etc get added as CustomDocumentProperties... then the fields get placed in the right spots on a form to print automatically in the automated program.


DOCX Usage (Automatic, in program):


	Pull row from same table
	Put correct data into each CustomDocumentPropertyField
	Update fields (replaces CustomerName with Doe, John, City with Whoville, etc)
	Print document to correct printer



Desired Changes


I'm looking to either


a. Convert the DOC(X) to a PDF in such a way that the custom properties transfer - as well as the ability to replace the fields - remains intact. Would be 1) Create DOCX (lots of these currently exist and is current workflow), 2) Convert to PDF, 3) Update/print PDF. PRO: Continued use of word products that customers are happy with/trained in. CONS: Possibly complex docx/pdf conversion in the middle in exchange for the easier PDF printing inside a windows service.


b. Replace DOC(X) completely and instead use PDF creation tools. PRO: Same two step process. CON: Users are used to DOC(X) creation. Additional software/training may be needed. Lots of documents would need to be converted.


c. Work around DOCX as a service and get it to print inside a service. 


This question is exploring a - DOC(X) conversion to PDF. Given a Word Document with Custom Document Properties and Fields placed on the document... I seem to lose those properties AND the fields are replaced with the current values when I convert to PDF via Save As PDF in Word. What other viable options are there to convert to PDF - keeping that information for step 2) DOCX Usage/Printing.
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                I think you would be better off exploring how to make/update .docx files without Word, e.g. Using the Office Open XML SDK. But you'll really need to switch from vbscript or write some vbscript-callable libraries. Have a look for Eric White's Document Builder material for some pointers.
                
                
– user181946
                

                Feb 5, 2014 at 7:37
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                @bibadia the main issue with sticking with DOCX isn't document editing/updating (I've actually explored updating the current process with OOXML and don't think THAT part would be onerous.). THE issue is printing from inside of a Windows Service (Desired change: GUI to Windows Service). Everything I read says it requires word to be installed on the server and that word doesn't play well as a service (modal dialog errors, requests for user interaction on errors, required user registry entries, etc).
                
                
– WernerCD
                

                Feb 5, 2014 at 13:56
                        
                            
                        
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                @Werner, You can look into Aspose.Words for .NET which can retain custom document properties when converting DOCX to PDF without using word automation. It is also fully supported in a server scenario.
                
                
– Adam
                

                Feb 6, 2014 at 12:48
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Use pdfsharp, it is an open source library. You can set the custom properties of pdf like this:


PdfDocument document = PdfReader.Open("c:\\Test.pdf"); 
document.Info.Elements.Add(
     new KeyValuePair<String, PdfItem>("/MyKey", new PdfString("MyValue")));
document.Save("c:\\test.pdf");
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