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How can I convert a Word document to PDF and preserve all hyperlinks?


I have Word 2011 and Acrobat XI available on OS X.  Save As -> PDF from Word doesn't preserve hyperlinks.  Acrobat's File -> Create -> PDF... from the .docx file also doesn't preserve hyperlinks.


When testing this, please use a link whose text is not identical to the URL it is pointing to.  Many PDF readers will recognize URLs and automatically make them clickable, even if the PDF doesn't actually contain hyperlinks.
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                Can you give an example of how one link is different in the source and output in regards to "name and target"?
                
                
– Adam
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                @Adam I used a bad phrasing here.  I updated the question, let me know if it is clear what I meant.
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One potential solution is importing the document into Apple Pages and export from there as PDF.  The problems are that this requires the (non-free) Pages and that complex Word documents may not format perfectly in Pages.  For my document it worked well.
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                I was excited about the idea, but exporting from Pages to PDF botched my formatting, such as highlighting.
                
                
– Ryan
                

                Apr 18, 2019 at 16:26
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I had the same problem with Word (14.4.9) from Office 2011.


In the end LibreOffice (4.4.0.3 on OS X) did the trick: File menu -> Export as PDF... 


I just used the default export options but there are some comprehensive link exporting options in the Link tab panel of the export dialog.
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I always end up sending the document to a friend running MS Word for Windows - by far the fastest solution and you maintain any extra formatting. There are other solutions like sending the doc to a gmail account, opening it in Google docs and then exporting to a pdf from there, but some aesthetic changes can be lost in the process.
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                I run Windows 7 in a VM for use cases like this one.
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– Ryan
                

                Apr 18, 2019 at 16:27
            

        

    


	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    




                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                




                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	macos
	microsoft-word
	pdf
	hyperlink
	microsoft-word-2011

.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        
	Linked

	    
            
				
					0

				
				How do I convert from Microsoft Word to PDF while preserving hyperlinks?
			

	





    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            12

                        
                        Converting Word forms to PDF (fill in) forms?
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Preventing ugly hyperlinks in Word-generated PDFs?
                    

                    
                        
                            12

                        
                        Word document to PDF: open hyperlinks in new window
                    

                    
                        
                            5

                        
                        DOCX to PDF conversion loses hyperlinks on Mac OS X
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        Document links pointing to other .docx files are broken in a combined .pdf conversion
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        URLs with hypen - converting MS Word to PDF
                    

                    
                        
                            7

                        
                        Hyperlinks on images in PDF from Word 2010
                    

                    
                        
                            6

                        
                        Save Word document as PDF, how to prevent creation of hyperlinks in PDF?
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Save Microsoft Word 2010 document as PDF and preserving inter-document bookmarks
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Why multiply by the length of other vector when taking the dot product?
                

            
	
                

                    What does an SD Card do internally during the 74 clock cycles at startup
                

            
	
                

                    Why is the lunar relief not visible in photographs of solar eclipses?
                

            
	
                

                    One-Dimensional Pinball
                

            
	
                

                    What does 老 indicate in 为啥他老在摇？
                

            
	
                

                    Hexominos from pentominos, heptominos from hexominos
                

            
	
                

                    How can I make this table?
                

            
	
                

                    What does "obey/peithomenois" mean in "but obey unrighteousness" Romans 2:8?
                

            
	
                

                    nested \ifx with extra \else error
                

            
	
                

                    Airline rebooked flight to one that is cheaper for them - can I insist on the shortest alternative?
                

            
	
                

                    What do I do about a professor that demands I publish a nonsense proof?
                

            
	
                

                    Reality after death of the observer; and multiple reality
                

            
	
                

                    How to reproduce this kind of wavy line?
                

            
	
                

                    Is it acceptable to abbreviate “Foxtrot” to “Fox”?
                

            
	
                

                    What to do about overhead lights when taking headshots?
                

            
	
                

                    Delayed blast fireball + sculpt spell = safely pick up fireball?
                

            
	
                

                    Can any characterized property give a solid account of why multiplication is a harder computation operation than addition?
                

            
	
                

                    Has Russia clarified what crimes it charges against the judges of the ICC?
                

            
	
                

                    Example of NOT-falsifiable
                

            
	
                

                    Are Don Juan and Haidée both Greek, as this line in the poem seems to suggest?
                

            
	
                

                    Can air itself be theoretically considered as a (very poor) wireless ESD grounding strap?
                

            
	
                

                    Children's book about a cat named Clara and a cat named Mrs. Cat
                

            
	
                

                    Contract for plumber vs roofer
                

            
	
                

                    How should I fit casing to a door with sidelights having differing head heights?
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    








                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Super User

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.7.5898
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    